
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Apothecary       by Maile Meloy 
Follows a fourteen-year-old American girl whose life unexpectedly transforms when she moves to London in 
1952 and gets swept up in a race to save the world from nuclear war. 
 
The False Prince       by Jennifer A. Nielsen 
In the country of Carthya, a devious nobleman engages four orphans in a brutal competition to be selected to 
impersonate the king's long-missing son in an effort to avoid a civil war. 
 
Chomp          by Carl Hiaasen 
When the difficult star of the reality television show "Expedition Survival" disappears while filming an 
episode in the Florida Everglades using animals from the wildlife refuge run by Wahoo Crane's family, 
Wahoo and classmate Tuna Gordon set out to find him while avoiding Tuna's gun-happy father.  
Any title in this series is acceptable.   
 
City of Orphans         by Avi 
In 1893 New York, thirteen-year-old Maks, a newsboy, teams up with Willa, a homeless girl, to clear his older 
sister, Emma, from charges that she stole from the brand new Waldorf Hotel, where she works. Includes 
historical notes. 
 
The Sisters Grim: The Fairy Tale Detectives Book 1  by Micheal Buckley 
Orphans Sabrina and Daphne Grimm are sent to live with an eccentric grandmother that they have always 
believed to be dead.  Any title in this series is acceptable.  
 
Addie on the Inside        by James Howe 
Outspoken thirteen-year-old Addie Carle learns about love, loss, and staying true to herself as she navigates 
seventh grade, enjoys a visit from her grandmother, fights with her boyfriend, and endures gossip and 
meanness from her former best friend. 
 
An Elephant in the Garden       by Michael Morpurgo 
Devastated to learn that an orphan elephant in the Dresden zoo where their mother works is to be euthanized 
in anticipation of an upcoming bombing, Lizzie and Karl persuade the zoo director to let them keep the 
elephant in their garden. 
 
The Familiars: Secrets of the Crown   by Adam Jay Epstein & Andrew Jacobson 
When an alley cat named Aldwyn passes himself off as a magical companion to Jack, a wizard in training, 
Aldwyn and his fellow "familiars," a blue jay and tree frog, must save the kingdom after the queen of Vastia 
kidnaps Jack and two others. 
 
Here Lies Linc       by Delia Ray 
While researching a rumored-to-be-haunted grave for a local history project, twelve-year-old Lincoln 
Crenshaw unearths some startling truths about his own family. 
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2012 Summer Reading List:   
Incoming 6th Grade 

Students are encouraged to read at least 1 book from this list plus 2 more books of their choice, for a 
total of 3 books. Parents are encouraged to review, discuss and decide with their child what titles would 
be best.  
 

 



Titanic: Unsinkable        by Gordon Korman 
Although the Titanic ship is meant to be unsinkable, there is plenty of danger waiting on its maiden voyage for 
four of its passengers--Paddy, a stowaway; Sophie, under police custody; rich yet troubled Juliana; and Alfie, 
who hides a secret. Any title in this series is acceptable. 
 
Saga of the Sioux        by Dwight Jon Zimmerman 
Chronicles the tragic saga of the Sioux nation from 1860 to the 1890 massacre through the experiences of its 
chiefs and warriors, allowing their voices to be heard about what befell their people.  An Adaptation from Dee 
Brown’s Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee.      (Non-fiction) 
 
Flutter        by Erin Moulton 
Nine-and-a-half-year-old Maple and her older sister, Dawn, must work together to face treacherous terrain, 
wild animals, and poachers as they trek through Vermont's Green Mountains seeking a miracle for their 
prematurely-born sister. 
 
Troubletwisters       by Garth Nix 
Twins Jaide and Jack Shield don't know that the world is under attack. They don't know that their dad and 
their Grandma X, who they move in with, are Wardens, or that they themselves are troubletwisters, young 
Wardens just coming into their powers who must soon act as wards against a threatening evil. 
 
Wonder Struck       by Brain Selznick 
Having lost his mother and his hearing in a short time, twelve-year-old Ben leaves his Minnesota home in 
1977 to seek the father he never knew in New York City, and meets there Rose, who is also longing for 
something missing from her life. Ben's story is told in words; Rose's in pictures. 
 
Saving Zasha       by Randi Barrow 
In 1945 Russia, those who own German shepherds are considered traitors, but thirteen-year-old Mikhail and 
his family are determined to keep the dog a dying man brought them, while his classmate Katia strives to learn 
his secret. 
 
Pie         by Sarah Weeks 
After the death of Polly Portman, whose award-winning pies put the town of Ipswitch, Pennsylvania, on the 
map in the 1950s, her devoted niece Alice and Alice's friend Charlie investigate who is going to extremes to 
find Aunt Polly's secret pie crust recipe. Includes fourteen pie recipes. 
 
Theodore Boone: The Abduction    by John Grisham 
When his best friend disappears from her bedroom in the middle of the night, thirteen-year-old Theo uses his 
legal knowledge and investigative skills to chase down the truth and save April. 
 
Floors        by Patrick Carman 
Ten-year-old Leo's future and the fate of the extraordinary Whippet Hotel, where his father is the maintenance 
man, are at stake when a series of cryptic boxes leads Leo to hidden floors, strange puzzles, and unexpected 
alliances. 
 
Wild Life        by Cynthia DeFelice 
When twelve-year-old Eric's parents are deployed to Iraq, he goes to live with grandparents he hardly knows 
in small-town North Dakota, but his grandfather's hostility and the threat of losing the dog he has rescued are 
too much and Eric runs away. 
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Out of My Mind       by Sharon Draper 
A brilliant fifth-grader with cerebral palsy discovers a way that will allow her to speak for the first time. 
 
Scumble        by Ingrid Law 
Mibs's cousin Ledge is disappointed to discover that his "savvy"--the magical power unique to each member 
of their family--is to make things fall apart, which endangers his uncle Autry's ranch and reveals the family 
secret to future reporter Sarah. 
 
Blizzard of Glass: The Halifax Explosion of 1917   by Sally M Walker 
When two ships collided in Halifax Harbour, on December 6, 1917, one of them was full of munitions for 
World War I. The ensuing explosion, aftershocks, and tsunami wrecked unbelievable devastation. It was the 
largest explosion in the world until the atomic bomb was detonated in World War II in 1945. 
 
Iceberg Right Ahead!  The Tragedy of the Titanic.  by Stephanie Sammartino McPherson 
Describes the ill-fated maiden voyage of the Titanic, a luxury liner claimed to be "unsinkable" that was 
destroyed after colliding with an iceberg, killing over one thousand passengers onboard. 
 
Trapped: How the World Rescued 33 Miners from 2,000 Feet Below the Chilean Desert.  
         by Marc Aronson 
Describes the rescue of thirty-three miners trapped in a copper-gold mine in San Jose, Chile and how experts 
from around the world, from drillers, to astronauts, to submarine specialists, came together to make their 
remarkable rescue possible. 
 
America Bowl          by Don Steinberg 
Compares the forty-four Presidents of the United States with the forty-four NFL Super Bowls, matching up 
each by their respective dynamic events and moments and determining a "winner" of their match-ups. 
 
Grammar Girl Presents the Ultimate Writing Guide for Students.   by Mignon Fogarty 
A guide to English language grammar covers the parts of speech, sentences, and punctuation along with 
information on writing style and a collection of quizzes. 
 
39 Clues: The Medusa Plot – Cahills vs. Vespers   by Gordon Korman 
Cahills are being kidnapped by a shadowy group known only as the Vespers. Now Amy and Dan have only 
days to fulfill a bizarre ransom request or their captured friends will start dying. Amy and Dan don't know 
what the Vespers want or how to stop them. Only one thing is clear. The Vespers are playing to win, and if 
they get their hands on the Clues ... the world will be their next hostage. 
 
Flint Heart       by Katherine Paterson & John Paterson 
A magical amulet brings power and despair to those who touch it. 

 
 
 

SRL 2012 Incoming 6th  
Page 3 of 3 

 


